
CONTAMINATION AND ASBESTOS FINDS PROCEDURE 

MANAGEMENT AND RESPONSIBILITY 
 

 Spoil Management Sub Plan 
Investigation testing to be completed prior to spoil removal and recommendations implemented. 

Environment & Sustainability 
Coordinator 

Project Director 

INDUCTION/ TOOLBOX TALKS 
All personnel are to receive Project/ Site Inductions and on-going training via Toolbox Talks which will includes details of 

potential contamination 

EVIDENCE OF CONTAMINATION OBSERVED 

IF OBSERVATIONS INDICATE PRESENCE OF POTENTIAL 
CONTAMINATION THEN STOP ALL WORK IN THE IMMEDIATE 
AREA AND PREVENT FURTHER ACTIVITY IN THE AREA. NOTIFY 
THE SITE SUPERVISOR AND ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY 

CO-ORDINATOR AND CORDON OFF AREA. 

Site Supervisor 
Site Engineer 

Project Director 
Environment & Sustainability 

Manager  
Safety Manager 

 Do not touch or disturb the item/ material 
 Delineate the find from the rest of the worksite 
 Inform the Project Director regarding the potential contamination find. The 

following detail should be provided: 
- The location of the potential contamination 
- Visual appearance 
- Odor (if any) 
- Depth 
- Surrounding material and works being undertaken at the time of discovering 

the material 

ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENT 
If required, the Environment & Sustainability Manager is to obtain 

assistance from a suitably qualified environmental scientist/ 
engineer in identifying the potential hazard to human health or 

the environment in accordance with NSW regulatory 
requirements; this may include sampling and laboratory analysis 

Environment & Sustainability 
Manager 

Environmental 
Scientist/Engineer 

MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 
 Develop a plan for managing and/or remediating the suspect 

material 
 Environment and Sustainability Manager to notify Sydney 

Metro and the ER 

Environment & Sustainability 
Manager 

Project Director  

STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION 
 Implement the approved management and/or remediation. If 

the material is to be removed, refer to Waste and Recycling 
Management Procedure for classification and disposal. 

Environment & Sustainability 
Coordinator 

Site Supervisor 
Site Engineer 
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RE-COMMENCEMENT OF WORKS 
Once the contamination find has been addressed the Project Director is to approve re-commencement of 

works in the vicinity of the remediation site. This will be based on advice from the Environment & 
Sustainability Manager 

Project Director 
Environment & Sustainability 

Manager 

CONTINUE WITH WORKS 

General Indicators of Contamination 
 

Asbestos cement fragments or other potentially contaminated materials are indicated by: 
 
 Odorous or stained soil 

 Buried chemical drums or containers 

 High proportion of waste materials or building debris 

 Tarry or ashy material 

 Brightly or unusually coloured material 

 A yellow and/ or red mottling in the soil profile indicates there may be Acid Sulfate Soils (ASS) 

All personnel 
  

Asbestos 
An unexpected find occurs when ACMs not identified in the Asbestos Register is found on site. In the event of an 
unexpected find the below steps are to be followed: 

1. The area is to be demarcated, works in the area to cease and workers warned 

2. Notify the Site Supervisor, The Site Supervisor will notify the Project Director 

3. Control dust by with dust suppression 

4. Arrange for testing of the suspected ACM and monitoring of the area (if required) 

5. An asbestos removalist is to be engaged to provide recommendations to treat the area, as required 

6. The area is to be made safe 

Asbestos finds are to be managed in accordance with the Project WHS Management Plan  

 
Acid Sulfate Soils (ASS) and Potential Acid Sulfate Soils (PASS) 
ASS are naturally occurring soils, sediments or organic substrates that are formed under waterlogged conditions in 
coastal areas. When exposed to air after being disturbed, soils containing iron sulfides produce sulfuric acid and often 
release toxic quantities of iron, aluminum and heavy metals. 

If ASS/PASS is encountered, possible management strategies include: 
 Modifying the work to avoid the area of ASS 
 Delineation and removal of material to a suitably licenced facility 
 Onsite treatment to neutralise the ASS/PASS, which could include the application of lime 

NOTE:  
In the event that ASS/PASS is encountered would be managed in accordance with the Acid Sulfate Soil Manual (Acid 
Sulfate Soil Management Advisory Committee, 1998). 
The management of any ASS/PASS includes appropriate erosion and sedimentation controls to minimise the potential 
for pollution to waters. 
Any material to be removed off-site will be classified in accordance with the EPA Waste Classification requirements.  


